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have made them synonymous 
with quality construction.

The Shubham Group’s 
construction marks the 
amalgamation of style and utility 
as far as commercial projects are 
concerned, as well as comfort and 
creativity in all their residential 
projects. By paying attention to 
the smallest of details, the group 
ensures a level of quality that is 

unmatched in the entire city. 
To find a house in a peaceful 

and convenient location is 
very difficult in Mumbai. The 
Shubham Group has focused 
on the Chembur area. Once 
thought to be out of the city 
limits, there is now a lot of 
potential here due to various 
infrastructure projects coming 
up to connect Chembur to 
various parts of Mumbai, 
including the Metro rail, 
Monorail Projects, Santacruz- 
Chembur link road and the 
proposed airport at Panvel. 
The suburb of Chembur is fast 
becoming a prime area for 
property development due to 
its connectivity to other parts 
of the city, as well as the fact 
that it is not as congested as 
other parts of Mumbai. The 
Shubham Group is in the 

process of developing a few more 
projects in and around Chembur. 
Among them, two prestigious 
projects are coming up in the Union 
Park location in partnership with 
Ekta Group. The group strives 
endlessly to deliver high-quality 
service and with each project, 
attempts to improve on its output. 
Its new projects demonstrate its 
tireless efforts to reinvent itself, each 
time producing quality buildings 
that meet the needs of the consumer.  
 
The Shubham Group has set a new 
benchmark for construction and its 
constant zeal and enthusiasm has 
ensured that it stays ahead of the 
competition.

Whoever said  
a building had to 
look like a plain 
and simple concrete 

block certainly had not come 
across the Shubham Group.   
A man’s abode reflects his 
character, so who wouldn’t  
want to live in a place designed 
to perfection? With their unique 
styling and designs, this is 
one company that performs 
constructively.

The Shubham Group, with 
its various luxury residential 
and commercial projects across 
Mumbai, has created for itself not 
only a reputation par excellence, 
but has won the trust of happily- 
settled customers who now 
occupy its projects. The Shubham 
Group is promoted, managed 
and controlled under the able 
leadership of its directors and 
partners, who, with years of 
experience concerning building 
construction and property 
development, have remained 
successful with the right measure 
of farsighted, practical vision, 
knowledge, experience and 
expertise. The group’s vision is to 
continue building landmarks and 
to transform the entire landscape 
of the city by bringing together 
a holistic mix of technology, 
talent and lifestyle concepts that 
translate into creating a better 
quality of life. The Shubham 
Group has carved a niche for itself 
among real-estate developers 
across the city by way of its 
dedication to quality construction 
and timely completion of its 
projects. The group’s constant 
endeavour to maintain its high 
standards of meticulous planning, 
superior design and amenities, 
excellence in quality, timely 
completion record, and clear titles 

BUILDING A WAY TO A  
BETTER WAY OF LIFE

Advertisement Feature
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Tell us a little bit about you and your work. What 
defines a Reza Kabul design?
I have been practising as a lead architect and 
principal designer, working on various major projects 
in India and abroad. We have also been associated 
with various institutions in India as an honorary 
teaching faculty. A sound environmental approach is 
the guiding principle in my work while synchronising 
and balancing all the intricate elements — economic, 
ecological, aesthetic and technological contribute to 
the total project. 

How do you think the realty scene in India  
has evolved in the past 20 years, in terms of 
luxury living?
Improvisation is a part of every aspect of life. Luxury 
living was always present in India but in recent days, 
due to increased exposure to good lifestyle, there has 
been a great rise in the standard of living. 

What has it been like, working with the  
Shubham Group?
The Shubham Group is a young team of 
entrepreneurs and it has been a great experience 
working with them. They are always eager to learn 
and explore new ideas that we suggest  
and recommend. 

The Architect Speaks

Do you travel a lot? What elements from travel 
do you think find their way into your designs? 
I travel often. I have come across people with 
new ideas and new perspectives. Cityscapes and 
innovations are a feast for the eyes. All these factors 
collectively impart freshness to my creative faculties, 
which is ultimately reflected in the design as well.

Which building in the world do you wish you had 
designed, or redesigned?
The Eiffel Tower is one monumental building that  
I wish I had had the honour of designing.  

When you travel, where do you turn for 
inspiration for your building designs?
I turn to the skyline for inspiration, for it is here that 
one can see some of the most inspiring structures. 

What, according to you, is the most bizarre and 
fascinating building you have ever come across?
The Wind Catchers in Yazd, Iran. Made of old mud, 
these really are architectural wonders.

What architectural style appeals to you most?
Contemporary style and straight lines are styles that  
I find very appealing.

Do you have any trademarks that you 
incorporate into your buildings? If so, what are 
they?
I feel that the buildings are trademarks themselves.

How much creative licence are you allowed in 
your designs?
Creative licence is limited by regulations.

Have you experimented with eco-friendly 
construction materials?
We are widely following and practising green building 
and sustainable architecture concepts in  
our upcoming projects.

Which building in India is a testament to the 
cultural vibe of the country?
The Taj Mahal is, indeed, a testament to the cultural 
and historical vibe of this country.

Do you think India is receptive to bizarre and 
unusual architecture?
Yes, of course. There is a growing acceptance of this 
kind of architecture.

Do you think architecture is an art or a science?
I believe architecture is art with science. 

A dynamic individual, Reza Kabul is the founder of ARK (Architect Reza Kabul), a multidisciplinary 
consultancy. He has been involved in numerous architectural projects around the country and 
as the sole architect of the Shubham Group, he has been instrumental in shaping the group’s 
trademark style. 
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EVERYONE has heard of Château de Versailles as  
the place where the First World War ended. 
However, this palace goes back a long way. 
Steeped in history as it is, it’s no surprise then, 

that this UNESCO World Heritage site is interesting 
not only for the story behind it but also for its 
architectural brilliance. 

What began as a modest hunting lodge (about 
as modest as one could expect from a French King 
of course), the Château de Versailles is now one of 
the grandest historical museums in the world, the 
Museum of the History of France. After the French 
Revolution, the building was enhanced and spruced 
up by the next three successive kings that lived there. 
The result: a grand and regal building of mammoth 
proportions.

The ‘humble’ hunting lodge was transformed into 
a grand palace when King Louis XIV, the Sun King, 
decided to shift his capital from the Louvre  
to Versailles. At the time, the decision was met  
with much opposition, albeit discreet, from the  
king’s courtiers and ministers as Versailles, apart  
from being quite far from Paris, was also rather 
marshy and mucky. In fact, in Old French, the word 
‘Versail’ meant ‘land where the weeds have been 
pulled’. In any case, architect Jules Hardouin Mansart 
and garden designer Andre Le Notre went ahead 
with the Sun King’s orders and worked their magic 
on the palace between 1661 and 1700 to make it the 
masterpiece it is. 

Made up of numerous rooms and gardens, the 
palace covers an area of 67,121 square metres. 
Apart from an orangery, great basins and a huge 

Palace of Versailles – Versailles

collection of outdoor sculptures, there are also some 
spectacular fountains. A classic example of the 
French Baroque style of architecture, the palace has, 
among its many vestibules, the Hall of Mirrors, the 
Grand Apartments of the King and Queen, the Chapel 
and the Opera, and over 2,000 windows, 700 rooms, 
over 1,200 fireplaces and 67 staircases. Phew! The 
Baroque style embodies harmony, perfection and 
delight. The king’s apartment was situated right in 
the centre of the palace as a symbol of his absolute 
power. As the sun was the monarch’s symbol, each 
room in his apartments was devoted to one of the 
seven planets that revolve around the sun.

One of the biggest rooms in the palace and possibly 
the most enthralling is the Hall of Mirrors. Built by 
Louis XIV to symbolise the political, economic and 
artistic success of France, the Hall of Mirrors is  
73 metres long. The political success is depicted by 
30 compositions painted in the arch illustrating the 
history of King Louis XIV in the first 18 years of his 
government. Needless to say, a walk through the 
gallery will involve much looking upward and an 
aching neck. Economic prosperity is demonstrated 
by the sheer number of mirrors that line the arches 
opposite the windows in the gallery that overlook 
the lawns. A stroll through the gallery is like walking 
through a diamond. It’s true!

The other additions to the palace, including the 
Grand Trianon and Marie Antoinette’s Estate, that 
were made to the original hunting lodge are all 
equally grand. The Château de Versailles is the 
epitome of precise yet breath-taking landscaping and 
architectural wonder all rolled into one. 
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THINK ‘cubism’ and the likes of Picasso and 
Braque come to mind. Cube-shaped houses set 
at impossible–looking angles certainly do not. 
Playwright Sir Tom Stoppard once said, “Life in 

a box is better than no life at all,” and when your box 
looks like it might tip over if you so much as sneeze, 
life is bound to be exciting. 

The Cube Houses are among the more unique 
architectural designs that surfaced in Rotterdam after 
the Second World War left the city in ruins.  
With virtually a new slate to begin construction upon, 
architects such as the creator of the Cube Houses, 
Piet Blom, began to experiment with unconventional 
designs. The houses resemble a bunch of children’s 
playing blocks balanced precariously against one 
another and make for an interesting optical illusion. 
While seemingly cramped, inconvenient and bizarre 
from the outside, the interiors of the houses look 
much the same as any other, save for some oddly 
shaped windows and awkward corners. The large 
windows allow in plenty of light, which makes the 
interiors seem larger than they are. 

For obvious reasons, the houses have become a 
tourist attraction in Rotterdam. Curious visitors often 
knock on the doors of the houses demanding they be 
shown what they look like from the inside. So great 
(read ‘annoying’) was the curiosity, that one resident 
converted his home into a ‘Show-Cube’, which he set 
aside solely for display while reserving another one 
of the cubes for himself to live in, where he hoped he 
would no longer be disturbed. 

Cube House – Rotterdam

The cubes have been built upon a pedestrian 
bridge, with hexagonal pillars supporting each cube. 
The idea behind the design was to create a forest 
wherein each pillar and cube combination was to 
represent an abstract tree. The village, therefore 
quite literally, becomes a concrete jungle. There is a 
rather quaint story behind the formalist idea of the 
cubic houses. According to Blom, in a town meeting 
regarding residential apartments, one man got up 
and said, “The people of this region don’t need 
anything more than a tree to live in.” Obviously, 
Blom took those words to heart, and as a result,  
the Cube Houses were born. Here is a man, who 
most definitely thought out of the box.

Each cube is divided into three levels. The first 
level is triangular in shape and is used as the living 
area. The second level is used as the dining and 
sleeping area, and the third level, also triangle-
shaped, can be used as another bedroom. The top 
level provides spectacular views as the structure 
of this level is like a three-sided pyramid with 
windows all around. The hexagonal pillars, or 
‘trunks’, that support each cube act as additional 
storage space and also a staircase that leads to the 
entrance of the house. 

The entire project cost € 20,000,000 and each 
cube costs up to € 225,000, depending on  
its interiors and location.  The height of each  
cubic tree is 22 metres, and of the 51 cubes,  
38 are inhabited. The rest are used for  
commercial purposes. 
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THE Palace of Fontainebleau is situated 55km 
away from Paris and is one of the oldest royal 
châteaux in France. Originally built by Francis I 
in the 16th century, the palace is now a result 

of the work of several French monarchs, all of whom 
added their own special touches to the monument. 
As a result, there are many different decorative and 
architectural styles visible here in the profusion of 
courtyards and buildings. 

The town of Fontainebleau grew around the Forest 
of Fontainebleau, which forms a perfect setting for 
this fairytale palace. The town itself is named after  
a fresh-water spring that gave rise to the town. 
Located in the heart of the 17,000 hectare forest,  
the palace was the privileged residence of the 
sovereigns who ruled France.  

Largely designed along Italian Mannerist lines 
of architecture, the later additions showcase 
Renaissance influences as well. The Mannerist 
style transformed into a style unique to France and 
henceforth came to be known as the Fontainebleau 
style. The château is the only one in France that can 
boast of having been the residence of sovereign 
rulers for more than seven centuries in a row.  
With such a long line of residents, each of whom 
made their own changes to the original keep of  
Francis I, the palace has medieval as well as neo-
Gothic attributes.  

Among the residents of this grand castle were  
King Louis VII, Henri II and Napoleon Bonaparte who, 

after the Revolution, when much of the castle was 
in ruins, had it restored and made it into the place 
visitors see today. 

The palace is made up of many apartments, 
courtyards and gardens. The Francis I gallery is one of 
the most beautiful in France and is well known for its 
frescoes and wood panelling. The ballroom is exquisite 
and visitors can admire the frescoes and splendid 
flooring, which reflects the coffered ceiling decorated 
in silver and gold. The Trinity Chapel is also known 
for its frescoes. The Queen’s Grand Cabinet and the 
Queen’s Boudoir have charming décor and mark the 
height of French taste in the 18th century. Visitors can 
see the subtle alliance of neo-classical woodworks 
with Riesener’s mother-of-pearl furniture. The Council 
Room and the Throne Room are also exquisite in their 
décor as is Napoleon I’s Imperial Inner Apartment. The 
bathroom here is famous after Napoleon signed his 
abdication in it in 1814. 

The numerous courtyards are all neatly manicured 
and the gardens and ornamental lakes have all been 
built on a grand scale. The Real Tennis Court of King 
Henri IV is said to be the largest court in the world 
and these days welcomes tennis enthusiasts from  
the world over who come to play all year long. 

The château is opulent and decadent, and is the 
perfect example of French finery at its best. The sheer 
expanse of the property coupled with the elegance of 
its design make the Palace of Fontainebleau a castle 
suitable for those who appreciate the best. 

Palace of Fontainebleau – Fontainebleau
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Homes are more than just four walls and a roof. They’re where you 
find refuge, where you dream and where you bring your friends – 
and they’re an extension of yourself. With a little care, you could 
find yourself living in something beautiful, something that makes 
you want to leave work early and come back to every day. And 
you might just draw inspiration from the world, from the most 
interesting homes people have built for themselves. True, you might 
not get to live in a Palace of Versailles or the Trump World Tower, 
but hey, a person can dream.
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“Shubham Group has done 
a magnificent job of both the 

interiors and exteriors of classic 
landmark properties in Chembur. 
They stand out for their classic 
and clean lines, muted colour 

palettes, and most of all a certain 
elegance that would appeal to a 

discerning buyer.” 

Rekha J Koshy  
Director, Accord Group

“With Shubham Group, 
nothing went over budget and 

everything happened in the 
agreed time scale. Shubham 
Group is one of the very few 
developers that believes in 

complete transparency and an 
ethical code of conduct with 

projects being delivered within 
the stipulated time frames.” 

 
Suresh Balasubramanian 
Executive Vice President & 
Head - Wholesale Banking, 

Dhanlaxmi Bank

Dinesh Shah and Nimesh Dalal, developers, feel that travel has played a major role in 
the changing realty scene in the country today. 

“When people travel, they develop a broader outlook. This, along with the growing 
trend of more spacious and stylish homes and increased luxury-power of the consumer, 
has created the desire for a more upscale way of living as compared to the past.
The size of apartments is growing, and elevation, along with amenities, has improved 
tremendously. We have seen more and more housing societies with swimming pools and 
clubhouses, all intended to improve the lifestyle of the consumer.”

They have found that travel has broadened their perspectives as well. “We find that we 
are greatly inspired by the architecture of certain cities. London, Los Angeles, Las Vegas 
and Brussels are among the few places that have ignited our creative faculties. There’s 
no place like Europe for beautiful architecture. With a growing awareness of as well as 
exposure to different architectural styles, we feel that Indians, too, are becoming more 
and more receptive towards unique and distinctive styles of construction.”

No longer are buildings simply four walls and a roof. They are increasingly being 
designed with an aesthetic sense that has been missing in the construction scene for  
a long time now. People have realised that it is important to not just live, but live well.

“Shubham is like a breath 
of fresh air in the otherwise 

rather annoying environment of 
real-estate developers. It has 
rewarded me with a property 
that stands out at once for its 

impressive elevation, immaculate 
amenities and the immense pride 

that it arouses in the owners.” 
 

KH Gopal 
President (Corporate Affairs) 

& Secretary, 
Alok Industries Limited

“Shubham Group was very 
helpful during the initial walk-

through process. Every concern 
we had was addressed and they 
were flexible and worked with us 

every step of the way. Anyone 
can build a flat/ building, but 

Shubham builds homes.” 
 

George Varghese 
Senior Director, Oracle

“Shubham Group has been 
building a good track record for 
itself. It has met deadlines and 
does not let customers down.” 

 
S Ramesh 

COO, Kotak Investment Banking 

“We consider ourselves most 
fortunate to have come across 

Shubham Developers. It is 
important to have quick and 
detailed responses to many 

queries and modifications that 
were needed for our flat. We 

have had transparent, detailed 
responses to all our queries 

and the project is proceeding 
as per schedule.” 

Usha Venkateswar 
Programme Analyst, UNCTAD 

Geneva, Switzerland

“In the Chembur vicinity, the 
Shubham Group has become 

very dependable and reliable. It is 
committed to minute details and 

is very conscious of delivering the 
product on time.” 

 
KV Vaidyanathan 
Wholetime Director, 

Colgate Palmolive (India) Ltd.
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IF ever a building eluded classification, it would be 
the Atomium. A seminal landmark in the skyline  
of Belgium’s capital city, the Atomium is at once, 
an object, a place and a space, and is half-way 

between architecture and sculpture. Neither tower 
nor pyramid, spherical but strangely, also cubical, 
the Atomium is a work of love: love that the Belgians 
have for a structure that combines aesthetic daring 
with technical mastery.  

The Atomium was the main pavilion and icon of  
the World Fair of Brussels in 1958, fondly called  
Expo 58. It symbolised the faith in progress both 
scientific and technical, the determination to maintain 
peace between all nations, and a vision for  
a technologically advanced world that would make 
life better for mankind. 

The shape of the structure was determined by 
the debate of whether atomic energy could be 
used for peaceful and purely scientific means. The 
edifice stands a towering 102 metres high. Its nine 
interconnected spheres represent an elementary iron 
crystal that has been enlarged 165 billion times.  
The structure was not intended to survive beyond 
Expo 58, but it grew to be loved by the people of 
Belgium and eventually became not just a local  
but an international landmark and consequently, 
stuck around. 

The design was the brainchild of engineer André 
Waterkeyn. The bulbous spheres, though, were fitted 

Dinesh Shah
Director, Shubham Group

Atomium – Brussels

Nimesh Dalal
Director, Shubham Group

PEOPLE SPEAK

by architects André and jean Polak. 
The Atomium is now also a museum with  

a permanent collection of items as well as temporary 
exhibitions. Of the nine steel-clad spheres, five can be 
entered and are connected by 20 hollow tubes that 
visitors can wander through aimlessly. Some are so 
steep that walking down them can often prove to be a 
surreal experience.  
The structure also has slanting elevators that visitors 
can take to go up and down and around the structure. 
The nine spheres represent the nine provinces of 
Belgium and the top sphere affords spectacular  
views of the city.

At 101.9 metres high, the structure brings to mind  
a Newton’s Cradle gone askew and towers over the 
thousands of visitors that come there every day. At 
night, the spheres are lit up with 2,970 tiny lights that 
put on a spectacular show. The effect is mesmerising 
and it appears as though hundreds of fireflies have 
descended upon the surface of the Atomium. 

Though there is an entrance fee, all those born 
during the period of Expo 58 (April 17 till October 19, 
1958) are given free entry on their birthday. 

Often known as ‘the most Belgian of buildings’, the 
Atomium symbolises the happiness that Brussels has 
come to be associated with over the years. It carries on 
a debate that was brought up way back in 1958: what 
kind of future do we want for tomorrow? What does 
our happiness depend upon?
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Tell us a little bit about you and your work. What 
defines a Reza Kabul design?
I have been practising as a lead architect and 
principal designer, working on various major projects 
in India and abroad. We have also been associated 
with various institutions in India as an honorary 
teaching faculty. A sound environmental approach is 
the guiding principle in my work while synchronising 
and balancing all the intricate elements — economic, 
ecological, aesthetic and technological contribute to 
the total project. 

How do you think the realty scene in India  
has evolved in the past 20 years, in terms of 
luxury living?
Improvisation is a part of every aspect of life. Luxury 
living was always present in India but in recent days, 
due to increased exposure to good lifestyle, there has 
been a great rise in the standard of living. 

What has it been like, working with the  
Shubham Group?
The Shubham Group is a young team of 
entrepreneurs and it has been a great experience 
working with them. They are always eager to learn 
and explore new ideas that we suggest  
and recommend. 

The Architect Speaks

Do you travel a lot? What elements from travel 
do you think find their way into your designs? 
I travel often. I have come across people with 
new ideas and new perspectives. Cityscapes and 
innovations are a feast for the eyes. All these factors 
collectively impart freshness to my creative faculties, 
which is ultimately reflected in the design as well.

Which building in the world do you wish you had 
designed, or redesigned?
The Eiffel Tower is one monumental building that  
I wish I had had the honour of designing.  

When you travel, where do you turn for 
inspiration for your building designs?
I turn to the skyline for inspiration, for it is here that 
one can see some of the most inspiring structures. 

What, according to you, is the most bizarre and 
fascinating building you have ever come across?
The Wind Catchers in Yazd, Iran. Made of old mud, 
these really are architectural wonders.

What architectural style appeals to you most?
Contemporary style and straight lines are styles that  
I find very appealing.

Do you have any trademarks that you 
incorporate into your buildings? If so, what are 
they?
I feel that the buildings are trademarks themselves.

How much creative licence are you allowed in 
your designs?
Creative licence is limited by regulations.

Have you experimented with eco-friendly 
construction materials?
We are widely following and practising green building 
and sustainable architecture concepts in  
our upcoming projects.

Which building in India is a testament to the 
cultural vibe of the country?
The Taj Mahal is, indeed, a testament to the cultural 
and historical vibe of this country.

Do you think India is receptive to bizarre and 
unusual architecture?
Yes, of course. There is a growing acceptance of this 
kind of architecture.

Do you think architecture is an art or a science?
I believe architecture is art with science. 

A dynamic individual, Reza Kabul is the founder of ARK (Architect Reza Kabul), a multidisciplinary 
consultancy. He has been involved in numerous architectural projects around the country and 
as the sole architect of the Shubham Group, he has been instrumental in shaping the group’s 
trademark style. 
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